
January 2015

S M T W Th F Sa

  1 2 3

4 5 6 7 8 9 10

11 12 13 14 15 16 17

18 19 20 21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28 29 30 31

The Crab Nebula
In 1054 AD, Chinese astronomers and others 
around the world noticed a new bright object 
in the sky. This “new star” was, in fact, the 
supernova explosion that created what is  
now called the Crab Nebula. At the center  
of the Crab Nebula is an extremely dense, 
 rapidly rotating neutron star left behind by  
the explosion. The neutron star, also known  
as a pulsar, is spewing out a blizzard of high- 
energy particles, producing the expanding 
X-ray nebula seen by Chandra. In this new 
image, lower-energy X-rays from Chandra  
are red, medium energy X-rays are green,  
and the highest-energy X-rays are blue. 
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