
Mae Jemison is a physician, Peace Corps volunteer, teacher, astronaut, accomplished 
dancer, founder of two technology companies and speaks four languages. She attended 
Stanford University when she was just 16 years old, and earned her doctorate in medicine 
from Cornell University by the time she turned 25. In 1983 , she applied to the NASA 
program, after being inspired by Sally Ride, the first woman in space, and Nichelle Nichols, 
an actor in Star Trek. In 1992, Dr. Jemison flew into space aboard the Space Shuttle 
Endeavour, becoming the first African-American woman in space.  
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