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Astronomer Nancy Roman (1925-2018) was one of 
the frst women executives at NASA, and as chief of 

astronomy, one of the driving forces behind the 
Hubble Space Telescope. 

Fascinated by the stars, Roman began her own 
astronomy club with a group of neighborhood girls 
when she was only 11 years old. She received her 
degree in astronomy from Swarthmore College in 

1946 and then her doctorate from the University of 
Chicago in 1949. Dr. Roman discovered that common 
stars were not all the same age, and that stars made 

of hydrogen and helium move faster than stars 
composed of other heavier elements. 

More information, resources & activities are 
available at chandra.si.edu/women 
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